CLAIMS 
I claim: 

1. A hand-operated gatherer comprising: 

a shaft having a first end and a second end; 

a basket tool assembly having a frame member, a pair of doors biased in closed position, 
and a gatherer head comprised of wire bails, the frame member attached at the first end of the 
shaft and each of the doors pivotally hinged to the frame member and presenting a lowermost 
edge at the lower end of the basket tool assembly in which each lowermost edge is proximal to 
the ground when the gatherer is in use, the edges being coplanar and separated intermediately by 
the gatherer head to define a storage component; 

a handle assembly attached at the second end of the shaft, the handle assembly having a 
grip attached to the shaft and a trigger pivotally attached to the grip in movable relation to the 
handle; and 

a control linkage attached to at least one of the doors and running lengthwise along said 
shaft to the handle assembly and attached at the handle assembly to the trigger, whereby the 
trigger is finger actuated to pull the control linkage and open the door or doors that are attached 
to the control linkage. 

2. A hand-operated gatherer as in claim 1 in which the pair of doors are biased in a closed 
position by a spring attached between them. 


3. A hand-operated gatherer as in claim 1 in which: 

the frame member includes a cross-member attached to the first end of the shaft 
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which terminates into depending tabs on each end; 

the pivotally hinged pair of doors each include upper side ends attached to the depending 
tabs; and 

the wire bails of the gatherer head attach to the depending tabs. 

4. A hand-operated gatherer as in claim 3 in which the upper side ends of the pivotally hinged 
pair of doors are attached to the depending tabs by a singled bolt that is inserted through 
apertures in each depending tab and runs cross-wise between the tabs. 


-13- 


